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THE GAFFER

Good afternoon and welcome back to the
Welfare Stadium for today’s NCEL Division
One fixture. A warm welcome to Harrogate
Railway, their management team Fraser
Lancaster and Rob Youhill, their players,
supporters and today’s match officials.

Harrogate Railway are having an excellent
season - they currently sit 2nd in the table,
unbeaten in their last six games, and one of the
form sides in this division. We know exactly
how strong they are, and we’ll give them the
respect they deserve. But at the same time, we
back ourselves, and we’re determined to put in
a performance worthy of where we are in the
league.

We come into this one off the back of a 3–2
win against Route One Rovers, showing
fantastic character to come from behind twice.
Goals from Jaydan Sandhu, Oliver Clarke and
Harrison Rowley capped off a really good team
performance. The resilience and mentality we
showed were outstanding - that’s what we
expect from this group.

We remain 5th in the table on 39 points, and
we’ve earned  that by  sticking to  our principles, 

working hard, and staying consistent. Today is
another chance to build on that and test
ourselves against one of the best sides in the
league.

I also want to give a huge congratulations to
George Pratt, who made his Championship
debut for Blackburn Rovers last week. George
joined UFCA in 2012 as a nine-year-old with no
previous academy experience. Six years later,
he caught the eye of Blackburn Rovers
Academy scouts - and now he’s playing first-
team football in the Championship. That’s an
amazing achievement we’re incredibly proud of.

Thank you again to our supporters - your
backing continues to lift the team, and I know
the lads appreciate it every single week. Let’s
get behind them again today and see if we can
produce another big performance.

Steve Grime
Head Coach
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The first team continue to play their part in that
story as well. The 3–2 win last week, coming
from behind twice, was a brilliant example of
the character this group has built. When you
combine that mentality with the quality we’re
seeing across the academy and scholars, it’s
clear something special is being built here -
from top to bottom.

We sit 5th in the league, firmly in the play-off
mix, and the key now is to keep our standards
high and maintain our momentum through
another busy period.

As always, thank you to our supporters,
sponsors, families and volunteers. Whether
you’re cheering on the first team, the scholars,
or our academy sides, you’re helping us grow
this club the right way - together.

Enjoy the game!

Steve Hart
Chairman

THE CHAIRMAN

Good afternoon everyone, and welcome to
the Welfare Stadium for today’s match. A
warm welcome goes to our visitors
Harrogate Railway, their managers Fraser
Lancaster and Rob Youhill, and all their
travelling supporters. They’ve had a fantastic
season so far, currently sat 2nd in the table
and unbeaten in six. They’re a proper side,
well organised, confident - and we know
today will be a real test.

Before anything else, I want to shine a light on
yet another brilliant moment for our academy -
George Pratt making his first-team debut for
Blackburn Rovers in the Championship. George
joined UFCA back in 2012 as a nine-year-old, no
pro-club background, just raw ability and a
fantastic attitude. In 2018, he played for our
U15s against Blackburn Rovers in a showcase
fixture, caught their eye, earned a trial, and
signed for them shortly after.

He’s progressed through their U18s and U21s,
before impressing on loan at Chorley - and now
he’s playing Championship football. That’s the
pathway in action. That’s why we do what we
do - and it should inspire every player here.
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OFFICIAL PARTNERS OF THE NORTHERN
COUNTIES EAST FOOTBALL LEAGUE

 WORLD-CLASS ARTIFICIALGRASSPITCHES.
DESIGNED&BUILT FORNON-LEAGUEFOOTBALL.

Free site visits & custom quotes
Expert support with funding & planning
Proven results – FIFA certified pitches
Trusted by clubs across the UK & Ireland

“The quality and professionalism from
PST Sport was second to none - we’d
recommend them to any club.”
- Jon Taylor, Owner & Director,
Bedford Town FC

Thinking of a new pitch or resurfacing your current one? Let’s talk -
T: +44 20 3740 8663 | E: info@PSTsport.com

Visit Our Website
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I had a cardiac
arrest on the
football pitch.
Thankfully, two
other players knew
CPR. They saved
my life. Everyone
should learn CPR.”
Asad, cardiac arrest
survivor

“
Offical charity partner of
the NCEL 2025-26



LATEST NEWS

It was great to welcome former player Dan
Nimick to Academy training last week. Dan
completed our Scholarship programme before
playing College Soccer in the US. The 25 year
old is now a pro footballer with Forge FC, and
was recently named Canadian Premier League
Defender of The Year.

DAN NIMICK VISITS
ACADEMY TRAINING

Congratulations to former UFCA player George
Pratt, who made his debut for Blackburn Rovers
against Preston North End in the
Championship last week. George spent six
years with UFCA before signing for the
Lancashire club in 2018 - after impressing
during a showcase fixture against their Under
15s side. The rest is history!

GEORGE PRATT MAKES
ROVERS DEBUT
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THE LEAGUE
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https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/dearne&district/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/harrogaterailwayathletic/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/worsbroughbridgeathletic/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/wakefieldafc/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/leedsufca/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/briggtown/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/armthorpewelfare/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/clubthornecolliery/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/maltbymain/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/crowlecolts/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/routeonerovers/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/routeonerovers/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/gooleafc/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/gooleafc/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/louthtown/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/doncastercity/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/ilkleytown/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/southleeds/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/applebyfrodingham/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/selbytown/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/athersleyrecreation/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/nostellminerswelfare/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/wintertonrangers/matches/2025/
https://www.ncefl.org.uk/teams/glasshoughtonwelfare/matches/2025/
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HARROGATE RAILWAY
Head Coach: Steve Grime Managers: Fraser Lancaster & Rob Youhill


